SEOSTR,

o,

S

b

T1g16%>"

Allen L. Sessoms
President

December 15, 2008

Wal-Mart Student Success Initiative Awards
Institute for Higher Education Policy

1320 19" Street, NW - Suite 400
Washington, DC 20036

To Whom It May Concern:

I am pleased to write in support of our BEAMS Team’s application for a Wal-Mart <
Student Success Initiative Award. The proposed learning community project, Scholars

on a Roll (SOAR"), has the potential of making a positive impact on the persistence and

academic achievement of first-generation students at our university.

This letter affirms the University’s commitment to the proposed project that has the goal
of establishing and maintaining effective learning communities for students enrolled in
developmental courses. We consider the projected activities of civic engagement, faculty
development, campus networking, and assessment critical to developing and sustaining
viable learning communities. Moreover, the university agrees to comply with the Award
requirements including provision of in-kind resources (i.e., space, administrative
support); and payment of registration and travel expenses for two Team members to
attend the IHEP Summer Academies in 2009 and 2011,

Know that the university is committed to this endeavor and will provide what is
necessary to ensure the success of this project.

Sincerely,
llen L. esson;s
President
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