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NAME TITLE AREAS OF EXPERTISE  
Michelle Asha Cooper, 
Ph.D. 

President • Access and success  
• College readiness and preparation  
• Diversity and equity  
• Federal and state higher education trends and policies  
• Financing options  
• Global higher education trends and policy strategies  
• Tuition and financial aid  

 
Clifford Adelman, Ph.D. Senior Associate • Access and success 

• Community colleges 
• Course-taking, curriculum, and majors degree completion 

rates 
• International postsecondary education issues on 

participation, attainment, and degree qualifications 
• Secondary/postsecondary transitions and curricular 

alignment 
• Standardized testing and assessment 
• Student mobility and transfer patterns 

 
Sandy Baum, Ph.D. Senior Associate • Access and success 

• Affordability  
• College pricing 
• Student aid policy 
• Student debt 

Ann Coles, Ed.D. Senior Associate • Access and success 
• Access and persistence policies, programs, and practices  
• Financial aid policy using social marketing to increase college-

going  
• High school-to-college transition 
• Underserved populations and higher education opportunity  

 
Thomas D. Parker, Ed.D. Senior Associate • Access and success 

• Domestic and international higher education 
• Higher education finance 
• History of higher education 
• Trends in international higher education 

 
Ronald Phipps, Ed.D. Senior Associate • Distance learning and technology 

• Financing higher education 
• Statewide governance 
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Thomas R. Wolanin, Ph.D. Senior Associate • Federal higher education policy, with a focus on student 
financial aid programs and accountability systems 

• Higher education equity issues, such as low-income, 
disabilities, and foster youth 

• Higher education policies in South Africa, Tanzania, and 
Mozambique as well as post-Soviet countries including 
Georgia, Kyrgyzstan, and Poland 

 
* * * 

 
THE INSTITUTE FOR HIGHER EDUCATION POLICY (IHEP) IS A NONPARTISAN, NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION COMMITTED TO 
PROMOTING ACCESS TO AND SUCCESS IN HIGHER EDUCATION FOR ALL STUDENTS.  BASED IN WASHINGTON, D.C., IHEP DEVELOPS 
INNOVATIVE POLICY- AND PRACTICE-ORIENTED RESEARCH TO GUIDE POLICYMAKERS AND EDUCATION LEADERS, WHO DEVELOP 
HIGH-IMPACT POLICIES THAT WILL ADDRESS OUR NATION’S MOST PRESSING EDUCATION CHALLENGES.   
 
FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT IHEP’S COMMUNICATIONS CONSULTANT, TIA T. GORDON, TTG+PARTNERS, AT (202) 
372-7204, (202) 906-0149, OR TGORDON@TTGPARTNERS.COM.  ALSO, VISIT WWW.IHEP.ORG. 
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