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Social exclusion in Social exclusion in BrasilBrasil
Population 2008 (est.) = 187 mi (5Population 2008 (est.) = 187 mi (5thth) ) 
EAP (15EAP (15--60 years old 2005) = 77 mi60 years old 2005) = 77 mi
HDI (human development index) = 0,792 (69HDI (human development index) = 0,792 (69thth))  
GiniGini (inequality income coefficient) 2008 = 0,50(inequality income coefficient) 2008 = 0,50
Unemployment rate = 12,8% (May/2007)Unemployment rate = 12,8% (May/2007)  
Lower unemployment rates for the people whose Lower unemployment rates for the people whose 
parents concluded HE studies (2007 IBGE)parents concluded HE studies (2007 IBGE)  
GDP (gross domestic product) 2007GDP (gross domestic product) 2007

Total = $1.804 tri (9Total = $1.804 tri (9thth))  
Per capita = $11,873 (65Per capita = $11,873 (65thth))  

Source: IBGE – Instituto Brasileiro de Geografia e Estatística and Wikipedia.



Educational exclusionEducational exclusion
UNESCO Education For AllUNESCO Education For All

BrasilBrasil’’ss 2007 EDI = 0,905 (722007 EDI = 0,905 (72thth))  
Higher Education in Higher Education in BrasilBrasil

enrollmentenrollment of 10% of 18of 10% of 18--24 years old population 24 years old population 
(about 40 million in 2007)(about 40 million in 2007)  
available in 30% of Brazilian cities (5561)available in 30% of Brazilian cities (5561)  
low offer in impoverished regions (North, Northeast)low offer in impoverished regions (North, Northeast)  
high drophigh drop--out rateout rate

•• 2003=41% (MEC/INEP)2003=41% (MEC/INEP)  
•• 2005=51% (Inst. Lobo 2005=51% (Inst. Lobo -- USP)USP)  

Gross schooling rate for HE is still one of the lowest in Gross schooling rate for HE is still one of the lowest in 
Latin America (Latin America (RezendeRezende Pinto, 2004)Pinto, 2004)  



Educational exclusion: ethnic Educational exclusion: ethnic 
and socioand socio--economic aspects economic aspects 
(2005)(2005)

Among the 10% most poor

Black; 73.5

White; 26.5

Among the 1% most rich

Black; 11.6

White; 88.4

51.6% of 18-24 year-old students 
WHITE 
51.6% of 18-24 year-old students 
WHITE 

19.0% of 18-24 year-old students
AFRO-BRAZILIAN
19.0% of 18-24 year-old students
AFRO-BRAZILIAN

Sources: Vilela, 2007



The problem of access toThe problem of access to……
……undergraduate courses:undergraduate courses:

71% of 71% of enrollmentenrollment at private undergraduate schoolsat private undergraduate schools
more than 50% of the schools concentrated in 10% of the citiesmore than 50% of the schools concentrated in 10% of the cities
strongly disputed vacancies at public universities (strongly disputed vacancies at public universities (““vestibularvestibular””: entrance : entrance 
examination)examination)  
quality decrease in primary and secondary schoolquality decrease in primary and secondary school

……new information and communication technologies (Internet):new information and communication technologies (Internet):
152 mi people over 10 years old (2005 IBGE)152 mi people over 10 years old (2005 IBGE)  
32 mi (21%) had accessed the Internet in the last 3 months (200532 mi (21%) had accessed the Internet in the last 3 months (2005 IBGE) IBGE) 
and 37 mi (23%) in 2006 (IAB)and 37 mi (23%) in 2006 (IAB)  
3 thousand cities (54%) have Internet public access at digital i3 thousand cities (54%) have Internet public access at digital inclusion nclusion 
centerscenters ((telecenterstelecenters) (2007 ) (2007 IbictIbict))  
access concentration at big cities and richer regions (Southaccess concentration at big cities and richer regions (South--east, South)east, South)  

Sources: Ibict – Instituto Brasileiro de Informação em Ciência e Tecnologia.
IAB – Interactive Advertising Bureau Brasil.



Challenges For HE in BrasilChallenges For HE in Brasil

Increasing access and permanence of Increasing access and permanence of 
young population young population 

Inclusion of students from low socioInclusion of students from low socio--
economic levels income and different economic levels income and different 
ethnic groupsethnic groups



The Government Actions The Government Actions 
Focus on:Focus on:
Increasing number of:Increasing number of:

InstitutionsInstitutions
Face to face coursesFace to face courses

•• Evening coursesEvening courses
Distance EducationDistance Education

Establishing programs with socioeconomic Establishing programs with socioeconomic 
and ethnic purposesand ethnic purposes

Federal and State Federal and State –– Affirmative actionsAffirmative actions



DISTANCE EDUCATION: WHY?DISTANCE EDUCATION: WHY?
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NUMBER OF  FACE-TO-FACE AND
DISTANCE COURSES IN 2006

INEP, 2006



Potentiality of the DEPotentiality of the DE

ongoing policies to increase access on ongoing policies to increase access on 
higher education in Brazil, especially for higher education in Brazil, especially for 
disadvantaged students. disadvantaged students. 

Repressed demand for higher education Repressed demand for higher education 
(demographic and professional)(demographic and professional)  
Material and economic limits to the Material and economic limits to the 
proportional growth of traditional HE proportional growth of traditional HE 
enrollmentenrollment offeroffer



Some risks to considerSome risks to consider

High dropHigh drop--out ratesout rates
Quality decrease of undergraduate educationQuality decrease of undergraduate education
Prioritizing unwillingly the higher classes of Prioritizing unwillingly the higher classes of 
society because ofsociety because of

digital accessdigital access
entrance examination (vestibular)entrance examination (vestibular)  

Teachers Teachers ““resistanceresistance””
technological skillstechnological skills
students per teacher increasingstudents per teacher increasing
low incomelow income



BRAZILIAN TEAM FIRST STEP:BRAZILIAN TEAM FIRST STEP:

was to identify and analyze the regulations, was to identify and analyze the regulations, 
the structure of Department of Distance the structure of Department of Distance 

Education, the statistic data and government Education, the statistic data and government 
initiativesinitiatives



Government initiativesGovernment initiatives

The Government launched a new Plan for The Government launched a new Plan for 
the Development of Education (PDE)the Development of Education (PDE)

Distance education is considered an important Distance education is considered an important 
initiativeinitiative

•• Goals:Goals:
Growth of nonGrowth of non--presentialpresential undergraduate courses (more undergraduate courses (more 
than 100 institutions) (MEC)than 100 institutions) (MEC)  
Development of the higher education in the less Development of the higher education in the less 
developed regions of the country (North and Northeast, developed regions of the country (North and Northeast, 
mainly).mainly).
Development of a framework and regulation on DEDevelopment of a framework and regulation on DE



Government AgendaGovernment Agenda
Ongoing actions are indeed concentrated on the Ongoing actions are indeed concentrated on the 
framework organization. framework organization. 

The Ministry has a special department for the The Ministry has a special department for the 
development of policies and a framework on distance development of policies and a framework on distance 
education. education. 

The accreditation and evaluation of the distance The accreditation and evaluation of the distance 
education courses has approved new rules and education courses has approved new rules and 
policies since December 2007. policies since December 2007. 

Secretary of
Distance Education

Director of Regulation 
and Supervision of DE

Director of Infrastructure 
of Information 
Technology

Director of Development 
of Resources and 
Faculty Training

Coordinator of 
development and 
organization in DE

Secretary Assistent

Comunication 
Department



Main policies in DEMain policies in DE
The definition of the model of distance education The definition of the model of distance education 
for Brazil. for Brazil. 

hybrid model, which intercalates distance activities and hybrid model, which intercalates distance activities and 
faceface--toto--face meetings with an instructor/tutor.face meetings with an instructor/tutor.
Institutions need a local study center (laboratories, Institutions need a local study center (laboratories, 
library, etc) library, etc) 

New rules for accreditation and licensing of New rules for accreditation and licensing of 
courses and institutions.courses and institutions.

•• Definition about the faceDefinition about the face--toto--face structure (local face structure (local 
centers). Allowance of national and foreign facecenters). Allowance of national and foreign face--toto-- 
face structure. face structure. 

•• Allowance of cooperation between national and Allowance of cooperation between national and 
foreign institutions, but it must be authorizing by the foreign institutions, but it must be authorizing by the 
Ministry. Ministry. 



Main policies in DEMain policies in DE
A new proceed for quality evaluation and the A new proceed for quality evaluation and the 
peer review processpeer review process..

The peer review must visit the foreign and national The peer review must visit the foreign and national 
campicampi for accreditation and evaluation processfor accreditation and evaluation process

The creation of the Open University of Brazil The creation of the Open University of Brazil 
(UAB) (UAB) -- 20052005

consortium of several federal public institutionsconsortium of several federal public institutions -- it it 
is not a new institutionis not a new institution
creation of local centers in areas where the access creation of local centers in areas where the access 
to higherto higher--education is scarceeducation is scarce
It prioritizes the courses on qualification of teachers It prioritizes the courses on qualification of teachers 
who work at the primary and elementary levelswho work at the primary and elementary levels

Tec Tec BrasilBrasil –– Open Technical School System of Open Technical School System of 
Brazil (2007)Brazil (2007)

development of technical professional education development of technical professional education 



Our diagnosisOur diagnosis
High level of regulation and limitationsHigh level of regulation and limitations
The concentration of courses offer in the most developed The concentration of courses offer in the most developed 
states of the country, especially in Sao Paulo and Rio de states of the country, especially in Sao Paulo and Rio de 
Janeiro. Janeiro. 
Low technology tools, especially in North and Northeast Low technology tools, especially in North and Northeast 
regions. regions. 
Low infrastructure support as well as especialized tutors Low infrastructure support as well as especialized tutors 
and teachers. and teachers. 
Low quality of pedagogical material of the courses. Low quality of pedagogical material of the courses. 
High drop out rate. High drop out rate. 
The institutions adopt different strategies of courses The institutions adopt different strategies of courses 
organization (same strategies involve agreement organization (same strategies involve agreement 
between two or three institutions). between two or three institutions). 
Public opinion associates distance education with low Public opinion associates distance education with low 
quality.quality.



Team considerations...Team considerations...
Fostering initiatives on nonFostering initiatives on non--presentialpresential and and 
hybrid undergraduate courseshybrid undergraduate courses

Quality and cost of the Quality and cost of the ““local local centerscenters””
operation (100km max)operation (100km max)

Improvement of public policies to stimulate Improvement of public policies to stimulate 
and evaluate quality of distance HEand evaluate quality of distance HE
Integration with policies on digital inclusionIntegration with policies on digital inclusion
Enhancement of hybrid learning HE Enhancement of hybrid learning HE 
methodologies (quality and cost)methodologies (quality and cost)  



Next steps of Brazil TeamNext steps of Brazil Team

Organize a document with issues on quality Organize a document with issues on quality 
improvement of distance learning. improvement of distance learning. 
Meet policymakers, stakeholders and Meet policymakers, stakeholders and 
specialists. specialists. 
Organize a forum on Distance Higher Organize a forum on Distance Higher 
Education issues. Education issues. 
Publish a paper on Distance Higher Education Publish a paper on Distance Higher Education 
with some recommendations. with some recommendations. 
Publish a book with the recommendations and Publish a book with the recommendations and 
conclusions of the forum.conclusions of the forum.



Fellows sugestions?Fellows sugestions?

1.1. ......



TKS!!!
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